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SUBJ: GOA AND BUSINESS REACTION TO SWINT ASSASSINATION AND 
DEPARTURE OF FORD EXECUTIVES 

1. SUMMARY: INTERIOR MINISTER LLAMBI MET WITH AUTO REPRESENTA- 
TIVES ON NOV 30 TO ASSURE THEM OF GOA PROTECTION. MEETING WAS 
OBVIOUSLY HELD AS A RESULT OF PERON’S ORDER, GIVEN IN A CABINET 
MEETING THAT DAY, TO DO ALL THAT IS NECESSARY TO STOP TERRORISM. 
AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN UPSET ABOUT RECENT TERRORISM AND THE GOA'S 
INABILITY (AT LEAST UNTIL NOW) TO COPE WITH IT. END SUMMARY. 

2. SUBJECT OF TERRORIST ACTS AGAINST FOREIGN BUSINESSMEN CAME 
UP AT A MEETING WITH AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN AT THE RESIDENCE 
ON NOV 29, THE FIRST OF A SERIES OF MEETINGS WHICH I HAVE 
ARRANGED TO INCREASE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE AMERICAN BUSI- 
NESS COMMUNITY AND THE EMBASSY. COMING LESS THAN A WEEK AFTER 
THE SWINT ASSASSINATION THE TOPIC OF TERRORIST ACTS WAS THOR- 
OUGHLY DISCUSSED. THE BUSINESSMEN INDICATED THAT THEY WERE 
DISAPPOINTED THAT THE GOA HAD NOT CONDEMNED THE ACT OR GIVEN 
ANY REASSURANCES OF PROTECTION IN THE FUTURE. ONE BUSINESSMAN 
SUGGESTED THAT THE EMBASSY EXPRESS THE SERIOUS CONCERN OF THE 
USG BY PROTESTING TO THE GOA OVER THE SWINT KILLING. THIS LED 

TO CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION OVER WHETHER, AND IN WHAT FORM, THE 
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WAS TO SUPPORT AN APPROACH BY THE JOINT FOREIGN CHAMBERS TO 
THE GOA. 

3. IN A MEETING BETWEEN FONMIN VIGNES AND ME ON ANOTHER SUBJECT 
THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE ISSUE ALSO CAME UP. VIGNES STATED THAT 
ECONMIN GELBARD HAD POINTED OUT AT A CABINET MEETING THAT 
MORNING THAT THE INABILITY TO PROTECT FOREIGN BUSINESSMEN AND 
THE RESULTING BAD PUBLICITY AND CUTBACK IN FOREIGN INVEST- 
MENT WOULD SERIOUSLY HINDER HIS ECONOMIC PROGRAM. IN RESPONSE, 
ACCORDING TO VIGNES, PERON HAD EMPHASIZED THAT ALL NECESSARY 
MEASURES MUST BE TAKEN TO STOP TERRORISM. PERON ALSO REPORTEDLY 
SAID THAT ACTS OF THIS TYPE MADE NO SENSE IN PRESENT DAY ARGENTINA 
AND THAT THEY CAN'T BE TOLERATED. 

4. AS A RESULT OF CABINET MEETING, INTERIOR MIN LLAMBI MET 
THAT AFTERNOON (NOV 30) WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VARIOUS 
AUTO MANUFACTURERS AND ASSURED THEM THAT THE GOA WILL PROTECT 
THEIR LIFE, LIBERTY OF WORK AND SOURCES OF PRODUCTION. LLAMBI 
ASKED FOR LISTS OF EMPLOYEES WHO SHOULD HAVE PROTECTION AWAY 
FROM PLANT, AND PROMISED POLICE GUARDS FOR THEM AS WELL AS 

FOR PRODUCTION FACILITIES THEMSELVES. REPS WERE SOMEWHAT REAS- 
SURED BY THESE CONCRETE STEPS AND INDICATIONS OF GOA'S GOOD 
INTENTIONS. 

5. THE REACTION OF INDIVIDUAL FIRMS VARIES. SOME BUSINESSMEN 
HAVE REPORTED PRESSURE FROM THEIR HEADQUARTERS TO PULL OUT AND 
FEAR ANOTHER SPECTACULAR ACT LIKE THE SWINT KILLIN WILL CAUSE 
THEM TO DO SO. OTHER COMPANIES INDICATE THEY WILL REACT ONLY 

IF THEY THEMSELVES RECEIVE THREATS OF A SERIOUS NATURE. FORD 
MOTOR CO. IS APPARENTLY NOT REASSURED BY LLAMBI AND IS APPARENTLY 
CONSIDERING SHUTTING DOWN OPERATIONS IN ARGENTINA IF GOA IS NOT 
FORTHCOMING WITH VISIBLE EVIDENCE OF PROTECTION FROM TERRORIST 
THREAT (SEE SEPTEL). 

6. COMMENT: NEITHER PERON NOR THE GOA MADE ANY PUBLIC CONDEMNA- 
TORY STATEMENT IN THE WAKE OF THE SWINT ASSASSINATION. THE FORD 
PULL-OUT, HOWEVER, APPEARS TO HAVE BROUGHT THEM TO THE REALIZA- 
TION THAT SUCH ACTS MUST BE STOPPED OR ARGENTINA MAY FIND 
ITSELF WITH NO FOREIGN INVESTMENT. HOPEFULLY. STRONG MEASURES 
WILL RESULT. SELF-INTEREST IS MORE EFFECTIVE MOTIVATION THAN 
MORAL INDIGNATION. 
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